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iiiuemc fo much of your time in cuchange ot it, as to lay 
£. amiable ftege to the honefty of thi Fords wife s vie 
«oue Att of wooing»win her to confent to you : if any 
Jnantnay.you may as foone us any* 

ftf. Would it apply well to the vehemency of your 
affection that I (hould win what you would tmoy ? Me. 
Sokes vou preferihe to your felfc very prep oiler oufly. 

Ford, O, vnderftand my drift: Ihe dwells lo fccurely 
on the excellency ofher honor, that the folly of my fca.lc 
dares not prefent it felfe : Ihce is too bright to he look d 
again!! Now, could X come to her with any dcteflion 
in my hand ; mv defire* had inftwee and argument to 
commend thcmfelues , I could drjue her then trom the 
ward ofher purity, her reputation, her mamage-vow, 
and a thoufand other her defences, which now are too- 
too ftrongly embattaild againll me : what fay you too’t, 

Mafi'er Broome, I will firft make bold with your 
money: next, giue mee your hand : and Ufi, as I am a 
<TentIenun,you fhal'l, if you will, enjoy For as wife. 

° ferd. O good Sir. 

Ftil, I fay you fliall. 

Foret, ‘Want no money (SirM«)you (hall want none. 

fat. Want no Tdtftreffk F^r^flalter Broome) you fha!l 
W3iit none: I fiiall be with her (I may tell you) by her 
owne appointment, euen as you came in to me, her alfi - 
ftanc,or goe~betwccne,parccd from me; I fay I lhall be 
with her betweene ten 3nd eleuen : for at dm time the 
ie 3 lious-rafcally-knauc her husband will be forth: come 
you to me at night, you {bail know how I fpettfl. 

Ford, I am bleft in your acquaintance : do you know 
jWSir? 

Fat, Hang him ( poore Cuckoldlyknauc) I know 
him not: yet I wrong him to call him poore : 1 hey lay 
theiealous wittolly-ky/lie hath maffes of mopey, for 
the which bis wifeTeenies to pie well-fauourd : I will y fe 
her as the key of the Cuckoldly-rogues Coffey 8c ther’s 
mybarueft-horoc. 

Ford, I would yqukncw; Ford, ty^j^hat you might a- 
uoidhim.if you faw him. 

Fat, Hanghim, mecbapicall-falt-biiEtcrroguc; I wil 
Rare him out of his wits : I will awe-hira with my cud¬ 
gel! : it {hall hang like a Meteor ore the Cuckolds horns: 
Mafic tBroome, thou {halt know, I will predominate o- 
ucr the pezant, and thou (halt lye withhis wife. Come 
to me foone. at night; Ford’s a knaue, and I will aggra¬ 
vate his fiile :thou (Malter Broome ) {halt know him for 
knaucjand Chickold. Come tome fporie at night. 

Ford, What a damn’d Epicuriaii-Rafcatl is this ?,my 
heart is ready.xq crackewith impatience,: who faies this 
isimprouident icajoufiespqy wife hath {cncxo him ,. the 
howre is.fixt, ftie mptcjxii.jnade : would any man hauc 
thought this> fee the hell qfhauing a fallc woman : my 
bed {hall be abus’d, my Coffers ranfack’d, iny reputati- 
ongna wn ea t,an d I fhal Lnot oncly rccciuc th i s villanous 
wrong, but Sand voder the adoption pfabhomniable 
termed apdhy him that docsm.ee this wrong : Termes, 
names: Amaimon founds well: Luetfer, well: 'Barhafon, 
well t yet they ate Dfr^UaddirionM^jaames ofiiends: 
But Cuckqld, TOttj41,Ctickold ?;;die Pjuell himfelfc. 
hath not fuch a name. Page is an Afle, a fecurc Affe ; hee 
will truft hif wits, heeyvill pot be iealous: 1 will rather 
trufi a Fleming with my gutter,, Parfon FJygb . 

Wjss with aiy Cheefe,an lrift>-mm wichmy, Aqua -yitce- 
bottle, or a fheefeto walke my,ambljng-gelding, then 
my wife with her felfe. Then fh.e pPH3>B&$P 


nates, then ftiee deuifes : and what they thlnkc in their 
hearts they may effedt; they will breake their hearts but 
they will effedi. Hcaucn bee prais’d for my iealoufie: 
eleuen o’ciocke the howre, I will preuent this, detedl 
my- wife, bee reueng’d on Faljlaffe. and laugh at Page. 1 
will about it, better three houres too foone, then a my- 
nute too fine : fie, fie, fie: Cuckold, Cuckold, Cuckold, 

Ext*, 


Seem Ter tin* 


Enter Cam, Rugby, Page, Shadow, Slender, Hoft. 

C(Vies. lackeTt^gby. 

Rug, Sir. 

Ctrias. Vat is the clockc, tackj 

Rug, ’Tis j>aft thchowre(Sir)that Sir Hugh promis’d 
to meet, 

Cai. By gar, he has fane his foule,dat he is no-come: 
hee has pray his Pible well, dat he is no-come: by gar, 
{tackjdugby) he is dead already, if he be come. 

Rug. Hee is wife Sir; hee knew your woifidp would 
kill him if he came. 

Cat. By gar, de herring is no dead, foaslvill kill 
him: takeyour Rapier, {lacks) 1 viil teliyouhow 1 vill 
kill him. 

Rug. Alas fir, I cannot fence. 

Cat. VillaniCjtakeyour Rapier. 

Rug Forbeare :heer’s company, 

Hefl., ; BlcfTe thee } bully-Do£tor. 

Shat. ’Saue you M r . Doctor Cains, 

Page, Now goodM r ,Doftor* 

Men. ’Giue you good-morrow,fir, 

Cains. Vstbeall you cuejtvvOjtreejfosv'rCjConie for? 

FI oft. To iee thee fight, to fee thee fo’ignc,to fee thee 
■ trauerfe, to fee thee heere, ro fee thee there, to fee thee 
pafic thy pun do, thy flock,thy reuerfe.thy diftance^thy 
montant:Ii he dead,my Ethiopian Ms he dead,my Fran- 
cifro?hflXiully? what fates my Efcutapm ? my Cationimy 
heart of Elder? ha ? is he dead bully-Srale? is he dead ? 

C** Ky gw,he is dc Cdvvai d-Iack-Prkfi of dc.vorld; 
he is not fhow his face, 

Hoft. Thou area C afi a 1 i on ■ k i ng-Vri n a 11,;- Hector of 
Greece,{my Boy) 

Cat, 1 pray you beare witnefie , that fnehaue fi>y, 
fixe or feuen, two tree howres for hiip, and hee If ito- 
come, - .,..i 

Sh.tL • He i s the wifer man (M.Dodlo)rhe is a cutetof., 
i>ules,and you a curer of bodies: ifyou fbould fight } yo"u. 
goe againft the haire ofyourprofeffions: is it flat ttue, 
Mafter “page ? 

Page, Mailer Shallow ; you haue your fdfe becne a 
great fighter,thougb now a man of peace. 

Shat, Body-kins M. Page, though 1 now be olJ,and 
of the peace if I fee a fword out, my finger itches, tp 
make one ,* chough wee arc luflices, and Doftors, atid 
Church-men (M.. Page) wee haue fome.lalt ofouryotHh 
] in vsj we are the fons of women (M .Paige.) '.'))) . 

Page, ’Tis true, Mf. Shallow. 

ShaU It wi l be found fo,(M.Frfj«) M.Doflor.Cm'sffl 
I am cctnoe to fetch you home :J am fwem of thc.peacc,^ 
you haue fhow’d your felfe a wife Phyfician, and Sij- 
Hugh hathlhowne himfelfe z wife and patient Chivijh- 
man: yp*i-q:uft goe with me, M,Do^or. 

Hoft. Pir- 


The Merry Wiues ifWtndfor . 


Woman, commend me to her, I will not fade her, 

Qui. Why, you fay well: But 1 haue another meflen- 
ger to your warfhip ; Miftreffc Page hath her hcartic 
commendacie.nstoyouto: and let mee tell you in your 
eare,(hee’s'as fattuous a ciuill niodeft wife, and one (I 
tell you ) that will not mifle you morning nor euetiing 
prayer, a s any is in windfor, who ere bee the other: and 
{hee bade metell your worfiiio,that her husband is fd- 
dome from home, but (he hopes there will come a time. 
I neuet knew a woman fodoatc vponaman ; finely I 
think^ycu haue charmes.la ryes in truth, 

Fal, Not I, I affine thee; fetting thcattradionof my 
gc,od parts afide, I hauc no other charmes. 

£tst, Bleffingon your heart foTc. 

Fal, But I pray thee tell me this: has Fords wife, and 
Pages wife acquainted each other, how they loue me ? 

That were a left indeed: they haue not fo little 
grace I hope,that were a tricke indeed: BiicMiftrisP^ 
would defire you to l>nd her vour l ittle Pageofalloiics: 
her husband has a marucllous infcdlid to the little Page: 
and truely Mafter Page is an honeft man: neucr a wife in 
tVindfor 1 cades a belter life then (he do’s: doe what fhee 
will, fay what {he will, take ali,pay all, goc to bed when 
fhe lift, rife when {lie lift, all is as {lie will: and truly fiie 
deferuesit j for if there be akinde woman in Wi»dfor ,{he 
is one: you mu ft fend her your P3ge,no remedie. 

Fal. Why, I will. 

Ou. Nay, but doe lo then, and looke you, hee may 
come and goe betweene you boch: and in any cafe haue 
anay-word, that you may know one another* minde, 
and the Boy ncuerneede to vnderftand any thing ; for 
’tis not good that children fliould know any wickedness 
olde folkes you know, haue d iferetion, as they fay, and 
know the world, 

Fal. Farethee.weH, commend mee to them both: 
there’s my purfc , I am yet thy debter : Boy, goe along 
with this woman, this newes diftradts me. 

Pip. This Pimeke is one of Ctspds Carriers, 

Clap on morcfailesjpurfuc: vp with your fights: 

Giue fire: (he is my prize, or Ocean whclmc them all. 

Fal. Saift thou fo (old lacks) g° thy waies: He make 
moreofrhy oidcbody then I haue done : will they yet 
looke after thee ? wilt thou after theexpenccof fo much 
money,be now a gainer ? good Body, I thanks thee: lep 
themib’y’tisgrofi'clydone, fo it bee fairelydone, no 
matter. 

'Bar. Sit /<s/s«,therc’s one Mafter Broome below woul d 
faine fpcakewith you,and be acquainted with you; and 
hath fent your worfiiif a mornings draught of Sacke. 
Fal. Broome is bis name I 
Bar. I Sir. 

Fal. Call him in : fuch 'Broomes arc welcome eb mee, 
that ore’fiowes fuch liquor: ah hajMtftreffe Ford and Mi- 
ftreffe Page, haue I encompafs’d you ? goe to, via. 

Ford. ’Bleffeyou fir. 

Fal. And you fir: would you fpeake with me? 

Ford. I make bold, to prefie, with fo little prepara¬ 
tion vponyou, 

Fal. YouT welcome, what’s your will ?giui vs Icaue 
Drawer. 

Ford. Sir, Tarn a Gentleman thathauefpencmuch, 
my name is Broome. 

Fat, Good MafterSrwjMtf,!defire more acquaintance 
of you. 

Ford. Good Sir Iehti, I fee for yours: not to charge 
you, forlmuft ktyou vnderftand, Ithinkemyfelfe in 


better plight for a Lender, then you are s the which hi t 
fomethingembolducd me to this vnfeafon'd intrnfi 0 1 . 
fortheyfay, if money goe before, all waies doer 
open. 

Fal. Money is a good Sbuldicr (Sir) and will on, 

Ford, Ttoth, and I haue a bag of money heere trou 
blesmeHfyouwillhelpetobeareit(Sir/vfe) take all 
orhalfeffor cafing the ofthe carriage. 

Fal. Sir, I know not how I may deferuc to bee you 

Porter. } ur 

Ford. I will tell you fir, if you will giue mee thehea 
ring. 

Fal, Spcake (good Mafter Broome) I (hall be gladco 
beyourSeruam. 

Ford. Sir,Iheare you area Scholler.- (I willbebriefc 
with you) and you haue been 3 man long knewne to 
though I had ncuer fo good means as defire^ to makenJ 
felfe acquainted with you. I fl^all difeouer atbitig ^ 
you, wherein I mufl very much lay open mmcownei^ 
petfeftion ; but (good Sir John) as you haue one eye vp. 
on my follies, as you heare them vnfolded 5 turne another 
into the Regiftcr ofyour owue 5 thatlnnypafle with 3 
reproofe thecafier, fith you your felfe know how eafieit 
is to be fuch an offender, 

FaL Very well Six, proceed, 

Ford. There is a Gentlewoman in this Towtie, her 
husbands name hFerd, 

F*L Well Sir* 

Ford. I haue long loud her 3 and I protefl to you 3 hr 
flowed much on her! followed her wich a dottingob. 
feraance : Jngrofs^d opportunities to meete her: feede- 
uery flight occsGon that could but mgardly giue mit 
fight ofher rnot only bought many p re ferns to giro her, 
but haue giuen largely to many, to know whatfo 
would haue giuen; briefly * I hauc purfu’d her, as Loue 
hathpurfued mee, which hath betnc on the wing of ail 
occafions: but whatfoeuer 1 haue meritcd^csther mnsv 
rniudejOr inmyrneanes^mcede I am furel haue ieceiud 
none^ vnlefl’e Experience bc a Jewell, that I haue purcha- 
fed at an infinite rate A and that hath taught mcc to fay 
this, 

€ hone UJp fttfhadawflies(ubftmct L vue purfnes^ 
ct Pwfluing that that flies > and flying what f nr flies* 


FaL Haueyou rcceiu’dnopromife of fatisfaftionaE 
her hands? 

Ford, Neuer. 

Fa 4 Haue you importun’d her to fuch a purpofe? 

Ford* Neucr* 

Fal. Of what qualitie wasyour loue then ? 

Ford, Like a fair houfejbuilt on another mans ground, 
fo that I hauc loft my edifice, by miftaking thcplacc 3 
where I crefted it. 

Fat* To what purpofe haue you vnfolded this to me? 

Foi*. When Ihauc cold you that,I hauc told you all: 
Somefay^hat though fhc appears hoaeft ro mee, yet id 
other places fbec enlargeth her mirth fofarrCj that there 
is flirewd conflruflion made ofher. Now (Sir Adhere 
is the heart of my purpofe : you are a gentleman of ex¬ 
cellent breeding, admirable difeourfe, of great admit¬ 
tance, authentieke in your place and perfon, generally 
allow’d for your many wardike^ court4ike ? and Icamd 
preparations. 

Fal O’Sir, 

Ford. Beleeueit, for you know it : there is money, 
fpend it, fpend ir, ipend more j fpend ail I hauCj oncly 
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